36               Character of Miclutcl /V/v^vw.       [A.D. 171
narrowness of his circumstances to he very <lilip;oiU in busine not only in his shop1, hut hy occasionally resorting to sevci towns in the neighbourhood", some of which were ;il a considc able distance from Lichficld l. At: thai time booksellers' sho in the provincial towns of Kn^liitul were very nuv, so that tht was not one oven in Birmingham, in which town old Mr. Johnsi used to open a shop every market-day, Ho was a pretty ^(), Latin scholar, and a citizen so m-dilable as in ]«• made: one the magistrates of Lichlield4; awl, lieinu; a man of j^nul sen: and skill in his trade, lu: acquired a reasonable share of wealth, which however he afterwards lost the j,;ivatesl part, l>y i:i)#i|.{ii unsuccessrully in a manufuctiiru of parclinu-nt'1. 1 It- \vas a x.ealo
1 .Stoi'kclale. in his Jlfi'iiiMW, ii. 102, I'ticonls an anecdote tulil him by Johnson of 'the jjenerosily of one of the. customers of his father, "'i his man was ptiri'liasinj; a li«iok, and pressed my father in let him have ii a I. a far less price than it was wnith. When his other topics of persuasion failed, lit; had aroiir.'a: ID one arj;ii ment which, he thought, would infallibly prevail: You know, Mr. Jnlmson, that I huy an alumnae of you every year."'
" Extract of a letter, dale-d ''['rent-ham, fit. I'clcr'H clay, 1716,' vvritien by the Kuv. (fcor^o I'laxum, Chaplain at that time" to Lord (lower, which may H(;rvc: to show the, hijdi estimation in which the. Father of our ^n-ai Moralist was held: 'Johnson, tht; I.itdifiehl Lihrariau, is now here ; lit; propagates learnitij.; all . over ilii-j cliocosK, and advancelh knowledge, to its just height; all the Clergy here arc his 1'npils, and suck all they have from him j Allen cannoi make a war rant without his precedem, nor our quondam John ICviins draw a reroj,;-nixancc sine tlireiliiWf Mit/i»i'ii\.' (icM/iiiHiiiH'sJl/iiffiiK/af, < Jctobcr, 1791. HOSWKI.I..
' In A'/i//'.r mid Qiii'Hfx, ,lrd S. v, 33, is (-;ivt:n the followinu title tnue of
wilt          I             .
Hy Sir julm l-'loyrr of the City I.ilrhlirld, Kl,, M.I)., of Otiee Colle};e, (Kfiinl, l.imdon ; I'l'ini (in- Miihael jiihosi.n, llnoks'i'ller, a arc in be 'ii'hl at his shops at l.i« lielil and IHinMier, in St;il'l'<>rds)iii and A-.hliy de la /inu h, in l.eiec-sl sllile, I'<M".'
* jnlmsim Wlilill;; of liis liii says : ' My father being thai yi :.lii-nlf n! l.ji hiifld, and In ride I iin nil nl ilif i mimy | Mr, lYokersi gests lity, lint lieinn aware Una 'I t'ity of l.ii'hticld was a roimiy itself.' Hrr I lanvoiid's /./t'/t//t'M, \i III like manner, in the Militia Kill 1756 (/in/ iv|id) we find rnieri ' I (evuil'.h'nr with Kxeler City a County,'' him nlnshire willi Linn City and Comity "| next day, wh was a iciciiinny ilien performed \v l>mi\ pomp, lie was asked by : mulliei whom he wntild invite to ; Kidint;; and answered, "all the lu now." lit' fraslcd tin! rili/ens w uni omnion ma>:nilicence, and was last lint one that maintained splcndunr of the Killing.' Antitih Ki. lit' M'l'ved the oflict! of ehlll warden in id!5K ; of sherifl'in 1711') ; junior baililfin 1718 ; and senior ha in 1725.' llarwimd'h/,/(•////(•//(',p..i
5 ' My father and mother had
tiiitt'}t      ] ft tit 11 iH'i't,.       fit lift      fi'i/*)>     /tilese days and others on which I saw him I have no memorials.'
